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A PROCLAMATION. 


GEORGE R. 


HEREAS We have taken into Our Royal Confideration the extenfive and va- 
luable Acquifitions in America, fecured to Our Crown by the late Definitive Treaty of 
Peace, concluded: at Paris the Tenth Day of February laft,; and being defirous, that 
all Our loving Subjects, as well of Our Kingdoms as of Our Colonies in America, 
may avail themfelves, with all convénient Speed, of the great Benefits and Advan- 
tages which muft accrue therefrom to their Commerce, Manufactures, and Naviga- 

a tion; We. have thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, to iffue- this 
Our Royal Proclamation, hereby, to publifh and declare to all Our loving Subjects, 
that We have, with the Advice of Our faid Privy Council, granted Our Letters 
Patent under Our Great. Seal of Great Britain, to ereé&t within the Countries and 
Iflands ceded and confirmed to Us by the faid Treaty, Four diftinét and feparate 
Governments, ftiled and called by the Names of Quebec, Eaft Florida, Weft Florida, 
and Grenada, and limited and bounded as follows; wiz. 
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Firft. The Government of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador Coaft by the River St. fobs, and from 
thence by a Line drawn: from the Head of that River through the Lake St. Yobn to the South End of 
the Lake nigh Pifin, from whence the faid~ Line crofling the River S¢, Lawrence and the Lake Champlain 
in Forty five Degrees of North Latitude, paffes along the High Lands which divide the Rivers that empty 
themfelves into the faid River S¢. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the. Sea; and alfo along the North 
Coaft of the Baye des Chaleurs, and the Coaft of the Gulph of St Lawrence to Cape Rofieres, and from. thence 
crofling the Mouth of the River St. Lawrence by the Weft End of the Ifland of Aaticofti, terminates at the 
aforefaid River of 8¢. Yobu. 

Secondly. The Government of Haft Florida, bounded to the Weftward by the Gulph of Mexico, and the Apa- 
lachicola River; to the Northward, by a Line drawn from that Part of the faid River where the Chatahouchee and 
Flint Rivers meet, to the Source of St. Mary’s River, and by the Courfe of the faid River to the Atlantick Ocean; 
and to the Eaftward: and Southward, by the dlantick Ocean, and the Gulph of Florida, including all: Ifands 
within Six Leagues of the Sea Coaft. 

Thirdly. The Government of We? Florida, bounded to the Southward by the Gulph of México, incliding all 
Gfands within Six Leagues of the Coaft from the River Apalachicola to Lake Pentchartrain, to the Weltward by 
the faid Lake, the Lake Mauripas» and the River AéGfifippi; to the Northward, by a Line drawn due Eaft from 
that Part of the River Mififppi which lies in Thirty one Degrees North Latitude, to the River Apalachicola or 
Chatabouchee’; and to the Eaftward by the faid River. 

Fourthly. Lh@ Government of Grenada, comprehending the Ifland of that Name, together with the Grenadines, 
and the Iflands of Déminico, St. Vincents, and Tobago. * 


And, tothe End that the open and free Fifhery of Our Subjeéts may be extended, to and carried on upon the 
Coatt of Labrador and the adjacent Iflands, We have thought fit, with the Advice of Our faid Privy Council, to 
put all that Coaft, from the River St. Fobn’s to Hudfon’s Streighis, together with the Iflands of Anticofi and Madelaine, 


and all other fmaller Ifands lying upon the faid Coaft, under the Care and Infpection of Our Governor of - 


Newfoundland. 

We have alfo, with the Advice of Our Privy’ Council, thought fit to annex the Iflands of St. Fobn’s, and Cape 
Breton or Ifle Royale, with the leffer Iflands adjacent thereto, to Our Government of Nova Scotia. 

We have alfo, with the Advice of Our Privy Council aforefaid, annexed to Our Province of Georgia all the Lands 
tying between the Rivers A‘tamaba and St. Mary's. 

And whereas it will greatly contribute to the fpeedy fettling Our faid new Governments, that Our loving Sub- 
jects thould be- informed of Our Paternal Care for the Security of the Liberties and Properties of thoie who 
are and fhall become Inhabitants thereof ; We have thought! fit to publifh and declare, by this Our Proclamation, 
that We have, in the Letters Patent under Our Great Seal of Great Britain, by which the faid Governments are 
conftituted, given exprefs Power and Direction to Our Governors of Our faid Colonies refpectively, that fo foon 
as the State and Circumftances of the faid Colonies will admit thereof, they fhall, with the Advice and Confent 
of the Members of Our Council, fummon and call General Affemblies within the faid Governments refpectively, 
in fuch, Manner and Form as is ufed and directed in thofe Colonies and Provinces in America, which are under 
Our immediate Government; and We have alfo given Power to the faid Governors, with the Confent of Our 
faid Councils, and, the Reprefentatives of the People, fo to be fummoned as aforefaid, to make, conftitute, and 
ordain Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances for the Publick Peace, Welfare, and Good Government of Our faid Colonies, 
and of the People and Inhabitants thereof, as near as may be agreeable to-the Laws of England, and under fuch 
Regulations and Reftrictions as are ufed in other Colonies : And in the mean Time, and until fuch Affemblies can 
be called as aforefaid, all Perfons inhabiting in, or reforting to Our faid Colonies, may confide’ in Our Royal Pro- 
tection fot the Enjoyment of the Benefit of the Laws of Our Realm’ of England, for which Purpofe, We have 
given Power under Our Great Seal to the Governors of Our faid Colonies refpectively, to erect and conftitute, 
with the Advice of Our faid Councils refpectively, Courts of Judicature and Publick Juftice, within Our faid Colo- 
nies, for the hearing and determining all Caufes, as well Criminal as Civil, according to Law and Equity, and 
as near as may be agreeable to the Laws of England, with Liberty to all Perfons who may think themfelves ag- 
erieved by the Sentences of fuch Courts, in all Civil Cafes, to appeal, under the ufual Limitations and Reftrictions, 
co Us in Our Privy Council. 

We have alfo thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council as aforefaid, to give unto the Governors and 
Councils of Our faid Three New Colonies upon the Continent, full Powef and Authority to fettle and agree with 
the Inhabitants of Our faid New Colonies, or with any other Perfons who -fhall refort thereto, for fuch Lands, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments, as are now, or hereafter fhall be in Our Power to difpofe of, and them to grant 
to any fuch Perfon or Perfons, upon fuch Terms, and under fuch moderate Quit-Rents, Services, and Acknow- 
ledgements as have been appointed and fettled in Our other Colonies, and under fuch other Conditions as fhall appear 
to Us to be neceflary and expedient for the Advantage of the Grantees, and the Improvement and Settlement of 
Our faid Colonies. 
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And whereas We are defirous, upon all Occafions, to teftify Our Royal Senfe and Approbation of the Conduct 
and Bravery of the Officers and Soldiers of Our Armies, and to reward the fame, We do hereby command and 
impower Our Governors of Our faid Three New Colonies, and all other Our Governors of Our feveral Provinces 
on the Continent of North America, to grant, without Fee or Reward, to fuch Reduced Officers as have ferved in 
North America during the late War, and. to fuch Private Soldiers as have been or fhall. be difbanded in America, 
and are-actually refiding’ there, and fhall perfonally apply for the ame, the following Quantities of Lands, fubject 
at the Expiration of Ten Years to the fame Quit-Rents as other Lasds are fubject to in the Province within which 


they are granted, as alfo fubject.to the fame Conditions of Cultivation and Improvement ; viz. 


To every Perfon having the Rank of a Field Officer, Five thoufand Acres.—To every Captain, Three thou- 
fand Acres.~To every Subaltern or Staff Officer, Two thoufand Acres.—To every Non-Commiffion Officer, Two 
hundred Acres.—To every Private Man, Fifty Acres. : 


We do likewife authorize and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all Our faid Colonies 
upon the Continent of North America, to grant the like Quantities of Land, and upon the fame Conditions, 
to fuch Reduced Officers of Our Navy, of like Rank, as ferved on Board Our Ships of War in North America 
at the Times of the Reduction of Louifbourg and Quebec in the late War, and who fhall perfonally apply to Our 
repective Governors for fuch Grants. 

And whereas it is juft and reafonable, and effential to Our Intereft and the Security of Our Colonies, that the 
feveral Nations or Tribes of Indians, with whom We are conneéted, and who live under Our Protection, fhould 
not be molefted or difturbed in the Poffeffion of fuch Parts of Our Dominions and Territories as, not having 
been ceded to, or purchafed’ by Us, are referved to them, or any of them, as their Hunting Grounds ; We do there- 
fore, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, declare it to be Our Royal Will and Pleafure, that no Governor or 
Commander in Chief in any of Our Colonies of Quebec, Eaft Florida, or Weft Florida, do prefame, upon any Pretence 
whatever, to grant Warrants of Survey, or pafs any Patents for Lands beyond the Bounds of their refpettive Go- 
vernments, as defcribed in their Commiffions ; as alfo, that no Governor or Commander in Chief in any of Our 
other Colonies or Plantations in America, do prefume, for the prefent, and until Our further Pleafure be known, 
to grant Warrants of Survey, or pafs Patents for any Lands beyond the Heads or Sources of any of the 
Rivers which fall into the Atdantick Ocean from the Weft and North. Weft, or upon any Lands whatever, 
which, not having been ceded to, or purchafed by Us as aforefaid, are referved to the faid Indians, or any of 
them. : 

And We do further declare it to be Our Royal Will and Pleafure, for the prefent as aforefaid, to referve un- 
der Our Sovereignty, ‘Protection, and Dominion, for the Ufe of the faid. Indians, all the Lands and Territo- 
ries not included within the’ Limits of Our-taid- Three New Governments, or within the Limits of the Ter- 
ritory granted to the Hud/on’s Bay Company, as alfo all the Lands and Territories lying to the. Weftward of 
the Sources.of the Rivers which fall into the Sea from the Weft and North Welt, as aforefaid; and-We do 
hereby ftrictly forbid, on Pain of Our Difpleafure, all Our loving Subjects from making any Purchafes or Set- 
tlements whatever, or taking Poffeffion of any of the Lands above referved, without Our efpecial Leave and 
‘Licence for that Purpofe. firft obtained. : a 
“And We do further ftrictly enjoin and require all Perfons whatever, who have either wilfully or inadvert- 
ently feated themfelves. upon any Lands within the Countries above defcribed, or upon any other Lands, which, 
not having been ceded to, or purchafed by Us, are ftill referved to the faid Indians as aforefaid, forthwith to 
remove themfelves from fuch Settlements. : 

g Lands of the Jndians, to the great 


And whereas great Frauds and Abufes have been committed in the purchafing 
Prejudice of Our Interefts, and to the great Diflatisfation of the faid Indians; in order therefore to prevent fuch 
Irregularities for the future, and to the End that the Jvdians may-be convinced of Our Juftice, and determined 
Refolution to remove all reafonable Caufe of Difcontent, We do, with the. Advice of Our Privy Council, ftrictly 
enjoin and require, that no private Perfon do prefume to make any Purchafe from the faid Jndians of any Lands 
referved to the faid Indians, within thofe Parts of Our Colonies where We have thought proper to allow Settlement 5 
but that if, at-any Time; any of the faid Indians fhould be inclined to difpofe of the faid Lands, the fame fhall be 
purchafed only for Us, in Our Name, at fome Publick Meeting or Afflembly of the faid Indians to be held for that 
Purpofe by the Governor or Commander in Chief of Our Colonies refpettively, within which they fhall lie; and 
in cafe they fhall lie within the Limits of any Proprietary Government, they fhall be purchafed only for the Ufe 
‘and in the Name of fuch Proprietaries, conformable to fuch Directions and Inftructions as We or they fhall think 
proper to give for that Purpofe: And We.do, by the Advice of Our Privy Council, declare and enjoin, that the 
‘Frade with the faid Indians fhall be free and open to all Our Subjects whatever; provided that every Perfon 
who may incline to trade with the faid. Indians, do take out a Licence for carrying on fuch Trade from th 
Governor or Commander in’ Chief of any of Our Colonies refpectively, where fuch Perfon fhall refide; and alfo 
give Security to obferve fuch Regulations as We fhall at any Time think fit, by Ourfelves or by Our Commiffaries 
to be appointed for this Purpofe, to dire and appoint for the Benefit of the faid Trade; and We do hereby 
authorize, enjoin, and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all Our Colonies refpectively, as well Thole 
under Our immediate Government as Thofe under the Government and Direction of Proprietaries, to, grant 
fuch Licences without Fee or Reward, taking efpecial Care to infert therein a Condition, that fuch Licence 
fhall be void, and the Security forfeited; in cafe the Perfon, to whom the fame is granted, fhall refufe or neg- 
lect-to obferve fuch Regulations as We fhall think proper to prefcribe as aforefaid. 

And We do further exprefsly enjoin and require all-Officers whatever, as well Military as Thofe employed 
in the Management. and Dire€tion of Indian Affairs within the Territories referved as aforefaid for the Ufe 
of the faid Indians, to feize and apprehend all Perfons whatever, who, ftanding charged with Treafons, Mif- 
prifions of Treafon, Murders, or other Felonies or Mifdemeanors, fhall fly from Juftice, and take Refuge in, 
the faid Territory, and to fend them under a proper Guard to the Colony where the Crime was committed 
‘of which they ftand-accufed, in order to take their Tryal for the fame. 


Given at Our Court at Sazut James's, the Seventh Day of Odober, One thoufand feven hundred and fixty three, inthe Third Year of Our Reign. 


G OD fave the KING. 


Ce 0 oe a a: | 
Printed by Mark Baskett, Printer to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty; and by the Affigns of Robert Baskett. 1763. 
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